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TASTE&TOAST 2026

In Pursuit

Winning isn’t everything — but the drive
to achieve it defines us. Join us for a fun
evening celebrating those who live boldly
in the pursuit of the win.

of the Win



JVS is committed to helping individuals build brighter futures through meaningful employment,
skills development, and economic opportunity. Financial hardship continues to affect many of the
communities we serve, with rising living costs making it increasingly difficult for families to achieve
stability and make ends meet. Access to quality jobs that offer competitive wages, benefits, and
opportunities for career advancement is critical to long-term financial security and independence.

Through personalized career coaching, workforce training programs, educational workshops, and
strong partnerships with local employers, JVS helps individuals overcome barriers. By strengthening
both job seekers and the workforce, JVS fosters economic mobility and creates opportunities for
lasting success. 

We thank everyone who donated to this event, including the following sponsors.

Our Sponsors

 
Howard and Meg Jacobs

 
David and Pam Picon
Eric and Jackie Witmondt

 Michael and Terri Goldberg
The Kosloski Foundation 
Judy and Ken Peskin

 ELITE SPONSOR ($10,000-$17,999)

LEGENDARY SPONSOR ($50,000+)

CATALYST SPONSOR ($18,000-$24,000) 

TRANSFORMATIONAL SPONSOR ($25,000-$49,999)

Raymond and Karen Blau 
Larry and Carol Brodey
Lesley and Neil Greenstein
Proskauer
Valley Bank 

 

Shari and Mitch Broder
David Legow
Romark Logistics

 

IMPACT SPONSOR ($3,600)

PRESTIGE SPONSOR ($5,000 - $9,999)

Marc Chalom and Lisa Haber Chalom
Debra Caplan 
Imperial Dade 
Amy Perlmutter
Kendrick and Lisa White Family Foundation

 
1919 Investment Group
Beech Hills Securities Inc.  
Jay Blumenfeld & Associates
CliftonLarsonAllen LLP
Connor Strong & Buckelew
Caren and Herbert Ford 
Rob Francis│Planned Companies
The Hilb Group
Jeff and Susan Horowitz
JP Morgan Private Bank 
Ellen Klein and Michael Gunther
David and Liz Lowenstein 
Menorah Chapels at Millburn
Barry Milstein 
Robin and Mark Polson
Shoprite of Brookdale 
Deborah and Scott Siegel
Theodore and Nina Wells
Marvin and Myrna Wertheimer 
Richard Zucker 

CHAMPION SPONSOR ($1,800-$3,599)



Program 
Welcome 

Michael Andreas CEO 

Blessing 
Zachary Israeli

Former Shapiro Grant recipent 

Board Awards
Jeff Horowitz honoring David Picon 

Thank you to all Board Members 

Community Service Award & 

JVS Client Experiences
Jeremy Marshburn

eXpack
 

Keina Morris Sykes

Daphney Edouard

Sideline Chat
Mike Tannenbaum interviewed by Joe Leccese

Wrap Up
Thank you and good night!



Featured Guest 

Mike Tannenbaum
ESPN Front Office Insider and Analyst, former
Executive Vice President of the Miami Dolphins, and
former Executive Vice President and General
Manager of the New York Jets, Mike will engage in a
“Sideline Chat” with Joe Leccese, one of the
country’s preeminent attorneys in sports and media.

Honorees

David Picon
Outgoing President of the Board of
Trustees and member of the firm of
Proskauer.

eXpack USA

 

Long-time community service partner of JVS’s Disability
Services program, eXpack is an innovative leader in
product packaging. 

Special Guests

Members of the JVS Board of Trustees 
These members have helped make JVS a leader in work force
development: Ray Blau, Mort Bunis, Caren Ford, Robert Francis,
Steve Geltzeiler, Alexis Goldberger, Glenn Langberg, Barry Milstein,
and Richard Zucker. Our heartfelt thanks go to these board members
who are concluding their service, whose contributions have helped
shape our success.



Jeremy Marshburn 

If you've ever walked through the doors of JVS in Montclair chances are Jeremy was

one of the first people to greet you with a smile. A valued member of our Extended

Employment Program for more than 10 years, Jeremy brings enthusiasm, positivity, and

a strong work ethic to everything he does. He loves being productive, earning a

paycheck, and often goes out of his way to share his accomplishments with staff. We're

proud to celebrate Jeremy and the energy, dedication, and happiness he brings to our

community every day!

Special Guests: JVS Clients

Keina Morris Sykes

Keina Morris‑Sykes is a faith‑driven author, musician, and entrepreneur whose life

blends creativity, service, and purpose. Born in Kingston, Jamaica, and later migrating

to the United States in 2015, she has built a life rooted in family, excellence, and

impact. Her passion for helping others led her to attend JVS in 2025, where she earned

her Home Health Aide and Pharmacy Technician certifications back‑to‑back. Keina now

works at Walgreens as a Pharmacy Technician. Her journey reflects perseverance, faith,

and a deep commitment to inspiring every life she touches.

 

 

Daphney Edouard

Daphney Edouard has been a client with JVS’ Refugee Support Services since June of

2024, shortly after she arrived in New Jersey from Haiti. Daphney was a police officer

in Haiti, but because of the extreme level of political unrest and gang violence, she

was forced to leave her country. Over the past two years, Daphney received assistance

applying for benefits and participated in English classes. This year, she completed

JVS’s Certified Home Health Aide training as well as our Certified Nursing Assistant

training program with ESL. She recently passed the state certification exam. Daphney

is currently enrolled in JVS’ new EKG and Phlebotomy training class. She is connected

to JVS' Career Specialists who will work with her to obtain employment when she

completes her training.



Our  Impact 

JVS received a $200,000 Bank of America Neighborhood builders grant (two-year award)
to support the development and strengthening of JVS’s data systems and leadership.

The STAR Program built strong employer partnerships for community based activities
that includes Tiffany’s, Trader Joe’s, Lackawanna Station, Barnes & Noble, Raptor's Trust,
Montclair Art Museum, MetLife Stadium, and Panera Bread.

IMPACT! 
In 2025, JVS
served 5,416

people

JVS helped 107
people receive job

related
credentials, and
210 people were

placed in new
jobs.

In recent years, JVS has made significant strides in expanding its programs and
enhancing individualized services. These achievements would not have been possible
without the continued support of our community and partners.

Here are a few notable moments that highlight JVS’s growth and impact:

JVS was awarded $1,000,000 in SNAP STEPS funding for FY26, supporting workforce
development and employment services.

Strong employer engagement led to new partnerships with Krauszer’s Church Plaza,
Tony’s Kitchen, and Woodbridge Aquarium, expanding community based work
evaluations and employment opportunities for participants with disabilities.

Since July 2025 we have served 108 ESL students as well as 25 ABE students.

The EKG & Phlebotomy Technician Program launched with 16 participants, expanding
JVS’s healthcare training offerings and further strengthening workforce pathways in
allied health fields.

The Cross River Foundation awarded a $10,000 grant to JVS's Workforce
Development Program to support low-income individuals by funding professional fees
and educational materials.

We have provided refugee services to 605 indiviuals since October 2025.



We help people who face challenges to employment by working with
them to prepare for, find, and keep a job. 

Here’s how we do it:

Adult Basic Education. Our classes prepare adults to take the high school
equivalency exam and earn a high school diploma.

Career Services and Guidance. We help people develop future work plans,
learn job-seeking strategies, and secure jobs.

Certified Job Skills Training. Free training to individuals with low-to-
moderate incomes that leads to industry-recognized credentials in high-
demand career fields.

Corporate Training. We work with employers to implement training classes
that upskill existing staff to develop professionally.

Disability Services. From evaluations through job placement 
and job coaching, we prepare adults with disabilities for community
employment.

Employer Services. We help employers solve critical staffing needs through
training, individual placement, and customized production services.

English as a Second Language. From beginner to advanced, we 
help foreign-born people learn English.

Refugee Services. Our multilingual staff helps people gain stability 
in their new homeland. 

Students Loans and Grants. We help Jewish students afford higher education
with interest-free loans and grants.

At JVS, we have one focus.

A BENEFICIARY AGENCY OF



Michael Andreas
Chief Executive
Officer

HONORARY TRUSTEES
Ed Becker

Steven Gering

Martin Kalishman

Gerry Legow

Michael Wolfson

JVS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

David Picon
President

Kenneth Peskin
Immediate Past President
Shari Broder
Vice President
Bruce Cohen
Vice President
Jeff Horowitz
Vice President
Ellen Klein
Vice President
Mark Polson
Vice President
Richard Zucker
Secretary
Marvin Wertheimer
Treasurer

TRUSTEES
Fotini Allteni

Rana Barclay

Raymond Blau

Larry Brodey

Morton Bunis

Debra Caplan

Marc Chalom

Caren Ford

Robert Francis

Steven Geltzeiler

Michael Goldberg

Alexis Goldberger

Lesley Greenstein

Howard Jacobs

Atara Jacobson

Glenn Langberg

Barry Milstein

Amy Perlmutter

Ira Robbins

Eric Witmondt

JVS Board of Trustees
2025-2026

JVS Staff

Sameer Ahmad
Nafisah Ali
Dana Altman
Michael Andreas
Jonathan Baumgarten
Andrew Bush
Robert Cadigan
Da-Xia Colon
Shannon Davis
Christine Eckel
Devon Ferrer
Joseph Gallant
Keirsten Gordon
Alejandra Henao
Deniese Hicks
Jenniffer Homan
Annetta Irby
Kyle Kortland
Dorthy Laguerre
Jalil Lewis
Kevin Milton
Deborah Mitchell
Lelia Miller
Guesta Moise
Lleuella Morris
Hetal Narciso
Hannah Pauker

Elyse Provda
Sara Punch
Itana Rabrun
Carmel Rigueur
Tonisha Robinson
Lourdes Rojas
Niva Santiague
Ruth Saintvry
Rebecca Shulman
Deon Seepaul
Khadijiah Slade
Anna Stairiker
Lynn Sternstein
Robert Strausberg
Elisa Udaskin
Thelma Villamor
Diane Wells Medy
Vondas White
Vikki White
Katie Witzig
Kyree Wolfe
Claudine Wright

As of June 1  2026  st

JEWISH VOCATIONAL SERVICE OF METROWEST
7 Glenwood Ave., LL, East Orange, NJ 07017 • www.jvsnj.org

Please support JVS at
jvsnj.org/donate-now
or use this QR code.
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